
 

 

Overview of Jurisdiction 
Jurisdiction recognizes a First Nation’s 

law-making authority over their 

education system from K4 - grade 12. 

This will allow the First Nation to pass 

laws regarding their education system 

that are in the best interest of their 

communities and members. 

Scope of Jurisdiction 
First Nations will be able to exercise 

jurisdiction over K4 – grade 12 education 

on their land in accordance with a 

Canada-First Nation Education 

Jurisdiction Agreement (Education 

Jurisdiction Agreement).  

Some areas of authority are jointly 

exercised with other Participating First 

Nations through the First Nations 

Education Authority (FNEA). These 

include: 

• Teacher Certification 

• School Certification  

• Graduation Requirements 

• Curriculum and course approval  

Approval Process 
In order for a First Nation to exercise 

jurisdiction over education, the 

community must first provide their 

approval by ratifying the Education 

Jurisdiction Agreement and the First 

Nation’s Education Law-Making Protocol. 

After a First Nation completes the 

ratification process, it will assume control 

over its education system and begin to 

exercise its jurisdiction. 

Frequently Asked Questions: 
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Q How does the First Nation ratification 

process work? 

A In order for the ratification of the 

Education Jurisdiction Agreement and 

the Education Law-Making Protocol to be 

successful, [50% plus 1] of those 

community members who cast a ballot 

must vote in favour of the agreement and 

the protocol. 

Q Does [50% +1] of the entire community 

have to vote in favour for ratification to be 

successful? 

A No. The entire community has to be given 

the opportunity to vote, but [only 50% +1] 

of those who actually cast a ballot have to 

vote in favour for ratification to be 

successful. 

Q What happens if ratification is 

unsuccessful? 

A In the event that ratification is 

unsuccessful, the First Nation may 

attempt to ratify the agreement and the 

protocol again through another vote, or 

choose not to pursue jurisdiction. 

Who approves the Funding Agreement? 

Chief and Council are responsible for 

approving the Canada-First Nation 

Education Jurisdiction Funding Agreement.  
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Legend: 

= Tasks to be completed by First 

Nation 

= Tasks to be completed by Canada 

         * = Can be extended to the 

following    _______calendar year 

Note: these dates reflect earliest target 

dates 

Canada presents 

fiscal offer to the 

FN lead 

Deadline for FN to 

accept the offer, and 

provide ratification 

workplan to Canada 

Late Spring - 

Early 

Summer 

Fall* 

FN carries out 

ratification process  

Canada provides 

ratification funds and 

$50K pre-ratification 

self-government start-

up funding to FN 

 

Fall* 

Chief and Council 

approve the Canada – 

First Nation Education 

Jurisdiction Funding 

Agreement 

Community ratification 

vote to approve the 

Canada – First Nation 

Education Jurisdiction 

Agreement and Education 

Law-Making Protocol  

FN sends Canada the 

ratification results  

December 

Canada flows post-

ratification self-

government start-up 

funding to FN  

Late 

Winter 

FN and 

Canada sign 

Agreements 

Spring  

PFN will appoint 

two individuals as 

directors of FNEA 

(at least one must 

be a member) 

Canada publishes OIC 

in the Canada Gazette 

adding the name of the 

FN to the federal 

legislation making them 

a PFN 

July 1 

On the effective date, 

PFN begins exercising 

jurisdiction over 

education and may pass 

Education Law 

 

 

Canada submits Treasury 

Board submission to ratify 

agreements, draw down 

ongoing governance funding, 

and initiate OIC adding name 

of FN in the Schedule to the 

federal legislation. 

Post July 1 


